
Centuries before the birth of Christ, the world was quite young. Light dawned only in the East and the rest of the world was in dark. Mighty men lived in forests and led a simple life. They looked to nature as their mother, trusted in her like children and loved her as flowers love the sunshine. They sought solitude and saw Nature face to face. Their heart was in tune with the heart of Nature and she revealed her lore to them. In the silence of hours they beard the Vedas. They were called 'Rishis'. They did not compose the Vedas but they heard the Vedas, which, therefore; are called 'Shruti' (what is heard). The Eislu's were the divine listeners of the song of nature. They were also; called 'Mantra-drashtaras/ 'Seers of hymns.' They did not search the Truth : but they saw the Truth.
To say that these divine singers or listeners or seers, living in the eternal calm of forests, brooding over the my, stay of life and seeing the soul of the soul, the Ovcrsoul, invented and laid down a practice consisting of sacrificing animals before god, is sacrilege.
But it may be asked, why do they refer to Sacrifice ? What is that Sacrifice ? What do the Vedas say on the point ? What is the significance of such words as 'Ashwa-medha' and 'Go-medha* which are now taken to mean 'Sacrifice of horse' and 'sacrifice of cow' ? 4